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NIA welcomes the commemoration of International Anti-Corruption Day 2019 and 

unites with the international community, and NGOs in advancing the theme for the 

day “United against Corruption.” For our part, we were very pleased to have been 

hosted by Rev Oakley Greaves and the May Pen Baptist Church community for 

worship yesterday December 08, as we commemorated the Day and the eighth 

anniversary of our founding. For the remainder of the month, we shall continue our 

commemoration of #IntegrityStrong through our partnership with the Ministry of 

Justice’s Justices of the Peace Sensitization seminars in St. Catherine and Kingston 

Wednesday and Friday, and later in December, the official launch of Integrity Clubs 

in over 20 schools. 

   

 

Sustainable Development, both in Jamaica and the rest of the world, is being 

seriously impaired by corruption. Globally, it is estimated that $1 trillion is paid in 

bribes and an estimated $2.6 trillion is stolen annually through corruption – a sum 

equivalent to more than 5 per cent of the global GDP. In Jamaica, estimates showing 

that $95.6 billion, or about six per cent of Jamaica's Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 

is lost to corruption, theft and maladministration.  

 

 

This taxpayers’ money, had it not been stolen, would have a profound impact on 

improving our people’s daily lives: with more and better clinics and hospitals, 

security forces better equipped and improved conditions of service, more money for 

the School Feeding Programme, better roads and water supply. In fact, 78% of our 

people acknowledge that corruption is a serious problem in government and 49% are 

of the view that government is not doing enough to combat corruption. International 

partners like the IMF and Transparency International share similar views.  

 

  

This summons NIA to strengthen our work in the communities, educational 

institutions, public bodies and the private sector along with other like-minded 

citizens, and in partnerships with civil society organizations, the churches, private 

businesses and ministries, departments and agencies.   



 
Jamaica has been standing still for too long in this combat of crime and corruption.  

The Human Development Index Report 2019, published today, has shown no gains 

in our human development and too wide levels of inequality amongst our people. 

 

  

But there are some positive signs:  

 With strong leadership, the backlog in our courts now being slowly cleared, 

with the achievement of a case clearance rate of 103 per cent on November 

30, 2019, which means that for every 100 cases coming in 103 are cleared.   

 Following competent investigations, later this month, Black Man along with 

45 members of his gang will appear in court on December 19.  Next month 

members of the King’s Valley gang, based largely in Westmoreland, will be 

brought before the courts and a verdict is due to be handed down in relation 

to the recent trial of the Uchence Wilson gang and of course, we have been 

encouraged by the recent conviction of Tesha Miller a leader of the Clansman 

gang in St. Catherine.   

 Parliamentary Committees like the PAAC continue to do good work in 

probing misconduct in public bodies and the government has placed new 

regulations before Parliament to ensure less partisanship and more 

competence in selecting and composing the boards which manage billions of 

dollars in public funds. 

 

 

Now what is needed is:  

 More courage, competence and integrity and resources among law 

enforcement agencies and in the justice system to ensure that the 

facilitators of corruption, however high their status in society and strong 

their connections are speedily brought to justice. The regulations to make 

MOCA independent must be passed post haste and the Integrity 

Commission pursue whatever prosecutions arise from the PetroJam Report 

placed before it over four months ago.  

 Citizens from all walks of life – professionals in organizations such as the 

Jamaica Bar Association, the leadership of the churches, environmental 

groups, service clubs, student, youth and community bodies, and the media 

need to work more closely together to enhance their vigilance, working 

with politicians of integrity in strengthening good governance and building 

on the gains made in resisting corrupt practices of all kinds.  



 
Special attention needs to be paid to forthcoming elections, particularly in the 

enforcement of campaign finance regulations, in order to ensure that commercial 

funds do not exercise undue influence, that anonymous donations are barred and that 

criminal money does not seep into the election process.   
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