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Recent utterances by Member of Parliament and People’s National Party Vice President, Mikael 

Phillips, as well as by People’s National Party, Deputy General Secretary, Basil Waite are 

absolutely unacceptable, must be condemned and are clearly in breach of Jamaica’s Code of 

Political Conduct signed by both the Jamaica Labour Party and the People’s National Party.  As 

such, these utterances have been correctly reported to the Office of the Political Ombudsman and 

appropriately elicited public apologies from both Messrs. Phillips and Waite.  In this context, NIA 

wishes to remind political representatives and the public of relevant provisions in our Code 

of Political Conduct, which clearly condemn statements which may have the effect of 

encouraging political intimidation:  namely “no threats of violence or intimidation 

whatsoever, whether expressed or implied should be made against anyone or any group of 

persons because of their political affiliation…party officials (including platform speakers), 

should not make statements which are inflammatory…are malicious in reference to 

opposing…party officials.” 

 

Violation of these terms of the Code of Political Conduct come against the background of NIA 

having to point to other breaches within the last two years, that is, in October 2017, when Minister 

Warmington remarked that “it makes no sense to elect a PNP Member of Parliament, when you 

have a JLP Government…” and Minister Spencer, in March 2018, when he stated publicly that 

RADA now has “a labourite Chairman who has just taken over the system”.  We pointed out then 

that the Code binds political parties to “eschew the practice of political tribalism…and the 

development of any practices which reinforce political tribalism”. 

 

It should be pointed out that the Code of Political Conduct, with the coming into effect in March 

2018 of the statute requiring Registration of Political Parties, the registered political parties are 

bound by law to uphold the Code under pain of sanctions for failing so to do, up to and including 

the de-registration of the party in breach.  In this new situation and with the increasing incidents 

of political platform speeches, NIA believes that it is time for a programme of public education 

both of political representatives and the general public as to the obligations entered into by the 

parties under the Code of Conduct.  We reaffirm our commitment to partner with the Office of the 

Political Ombudsman and the Electoral Commission of Jamaica in developing and executing such 

a programme, as well as in ensuring that sanctions are applied against offending individuals. 

 

-End- 


