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May I begin by expressing appreciation for your kind words of introduction. Allow me 

also to thank you, very much, for this invitation. I was happy to accept it, especially to 

congratulate you for the rapid growth of the Independent Churches of Jamaica in so 

short a period of time. In fact you were launched in September 2011 just a few months 

before National Integrity Action and, in that sense, we have been growing together in a 

Jamaica which needs an ICJ, as your mission statement puts it “To build healthy, 

trusting relationships and partnering with one another as a united front to advance 

the kingdom of God”. As much, I dare say, as Jamaica needs and NIA to build integrity 

and to combat corruption in all its forms. One reason for your growth no doubt, is your 

faith and also, let us never forget, your works because, as you know better than I, “faith 

apart from works is dead”. (James 2:14) With regard to your good works, I am 

somewhat familiar with the Ministry of some of your members, in particular the 
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Fellowship Tabernacle led by the Rev. Al Miller. My esteem for the work of the 

tabernacle, encourages me to find out more about the over three hundred churches 

island-wide which now constitute your membership. One thing I do know and can say 

without hesitation, is that the ICJ was an integral part of a most positive development 

which took place in November last year; the signing of a Memorandum of 

Understanding between the Umbrella Group of Churches, the Ministry of National 

Security and the Jamaica Constabulary Force for the handing over of suspects and illegal 

weapons.  I do agree fully with the Minister who stated on that occasion, that the MOU 

“is a demonstration of the commitment of the church and its active partnership in the 

fight against crime and in building a safer Jamaica”. On behalf of NIA and as well, the 

wider citizenry, I would like to express appreciation to you for taking that bold step as 

part of the Umbrella Group of Churches.  

 

May I also take this opportunity, on a very personal note, to once again, express 

appreciation to the Christian family and the Christian church in Jamaica for laying the 

foundation for me and for my generation for whatever positives I have achieved in my 

own life. The five years under the Moravians at Morris Knibb Preparatory school and the 

further five years under the Catholics at St.  Georges College. These 10 formative years 

indelibly etched in my character and in that of so many others in my time, two 

imperatives: each of us must be our brother’s keeper and secondly, we must do unto 
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others as we would have them do unto us.  Whatever the path I have travelled since 

those ten years, and you would appreciate it has not been Highway 2000, but more the 

Junction Road, with many twists and turns, those principles have remained constant all 

along the way. 

 

You have asked me to address the theme “Justice For All”, and you would wish me to 

centre that theme around the abuse and killings of our women and children, especially 

the girls.  But permit me to place this within a framework that every Jamaican knows, 

the context of our National Anthem and of our National Pledge. 

 

Every time each of us here and across our land, sings the National Anthem, we intone 

“Justice, truth be ours forever”. But we Jamaicans recognise that justice, truth, shall not 

be ours by faith or hope alone. So each of us makes a solemn commitment each time we 

recite the National Pledge. We promise to “STAND UP for justice, brotherhood and 

peace”. And I am happy to say that some of our people are standing up for justice and 

for fair-play. I think of some of the citizens associations across Jamaica who are standing 

up for their rights; some of them come to NIA to stand with them:  

 Like the ST. Andrew Park Citizens, just behind the St. Andrew Parish Church. They 

stood up for their right to have a peaceful community against a wealthy, well 

connected business man who set up a recording studio in their community 
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violating its residential character  and its residential nature and  disrupting the 

peaceful life of their  community. They didn’t just complain, they initiated and 

sustained their effort to get justice and ultimately went to Jamaica’s Supreme 

Court and the Court directed that the recording studio should be closed and the 

equipment removed. 

 Like the citizens of Dunrobin Park who are, as we speak, with NIA’s help about to 

sue the KSAC for permitting a gaming house to turn their recreation park into a 

parking lot, in violation of the covenant for the area and depriving   the families, 

in particular the children, of their recreational space to hold their Christmas 

parties and family fun days. 

 Like Member of Parliament Fitz Jackson who is standing up to the power of 

Jamaica’s big banks who impose unjust fees placing  an unacceptable burden on 

so many of our citizens, particularly the most needy, and there are so many other 

cases, of unsung  heroes,   “nameless Jamaicans who may never receive national 

honours but are living up to the  promise of  standing up for justice , brotherhood 

and peace.”  

 Like the citizens of August Town in St. Andrew, Tredega Park in  Spanish Town 

who are standing up for zero murders and peace and brotherhood in their 

communities. 
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But still, we are far from achieving “Justice for all”. Not a day passes when we do not 

hear, read in our newspapers, encounter on social media, see on television or witness a 

closer hand in our communities, acts of injustice. 

 Acts where some get work and others do not because of  politics, despite this 

being in violation of Jamaica’s Constitution 

 Where some get contracts and sub-contracts and others do not because, again of 

politics, despite this being  in violation of Jamaica’s Law 

 Where some, even in high positions in Jamaica’s public service have  their 

contracts terminated or not renewed not on the basis of poor performance but 

because the Minister suspects their politics 

 Where some business people and investors get permits and development 

approvals sometimes in violation of environmental regulations and others do not 

because they are not willing to pass a money 

 Where some small man goes to prison because he can’t afford a top class lawyer 

and big people get off because they can retain the best attorney’s despite this 

being in breach of the fundamental principle of equality before the law. 

 Where some get work permits to do jobs that Jamaicans are qualified to perform. 

Last year, work permits to Asian nationals increased by over 400% - were these 

for jobs that Jamaicans could not do? 
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 Where some big companies make huge profits and their workers get the  crumbs  

from the table, contributing to Jamaica  being the second most  unequal country 

in  the entire western hemisphere when it comes to the gap in income between 

the very rich and  the poor. 

 Where too many adults, particularly males, are guilty of sexual abuse of our 

children, particularly girls. What an injustice it is, that twenty thousand cases of  

sexual abuse have been reported over the  last ten years; that is 2000 per year, 

almost 40 every week, nearly six everyday –for ten years, and these are only the 

reported cases. And in this injustice, truth be told, too many pastors are 

themselves involved. And if we are to live up to our pledge, to stand up for 

justice, they must be made to stand down from abusing their pastoral 

responsibilities and to face the full force of the law. 

 And the unspeakable injustice that over the last five years, almost 250 children 

have been murdered, that is one per week. 

And so, to ensure “Justice for all’, to bring the day closer when “Justice, truth be ours 

forever”, whenever any of us sees and hears an act of injustice we  have to  fulfil our 

pledge “to  stand up for justice”. There are so many small ways in which this can and 

should be done: 

 We can write a letter to the Editor of the newspaper 

 We can make a post on social media 
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 We can call 1-800-CORRUPT to report a crime: as you may know, that call is 

answered overseas, not in Jamaica. 

 We can choose to  enter the witness protection programme if we fear for our 

lives, to stand witness in Court 

 We can call the Office of the Contractor General or the Office of the Auditor 

General and  make an anonymous report or ask  that our name not be disclosed 

in relating a case of corruption in the award of contracts or wasteful  expenditure 

of public money 

 We can call NIA to  ask for advice on how to deal  with an act of injustice 

 

Imagine with me what a difference it would make, in brining Justice for all: 

 If each of the over 300 members in the Independent Churches of Jamaica 

converted into performance, the promise in our national pledge – to stand up for 

justice.  

 If each of the over 1600 churches in Jamaica, almost three for every square mile, 

According to the Guinness Book of World Records, if each took a stand against 

injustice in whatever form, in their own ranks and in the community at large. 

 If each Minister’s Fraternal in each of the 14 parishes of Jamaica, were to do what 

the Ministers’ Fraternal in St. Catherine, the Ministers’ Fraternal  in St. James,  

The  Ministers’ Fraternal  in Clarendon and most recently,  the Minister’s 
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Fraternal in  West Kingston have done in partnership with Nia: motivating and 

mobilising the good people in the communities in Spanish Town, in Montego Bay, 

in  May Pen, in West Kingston, to stand against the violence producers. In the ten 

thousand man and families rallies that have been organised in these parishes 

over the last two years. 

May I remind you that there are over two million Christians in our beloved country – 

a mighty army that is waiting to be called to duty! No doubt many of us feel fear and 

are afraid to take the field as Christian soldiers, to stand-up against the unjust and 

against injustice, but shall we forget that in so many places the Good Book tells us 

not to be afraid: 

 Peace I leave with you, my peace I give  you…do not let your hearts be  

troubled and do not be afraid (John 14:27) 

 The Lord  is the stronghold of my life, of whom shall I be afraid (Psalm 27:1) 

 For God gave us not a spirit of fearfulness but of power and love and 

discipline (2  Timothy 1:7) 

 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 

evil for you are with me: your rod and your staff, they comfort me (Psalm 

23:4) 
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Sisters and brothers, of the Independent Churches of Jamaica, let us not be afraid. We 

are the children, the descendants, the beneficiaries of so many Christian soldiers, 

national heroes who were not afraid.  

 186 years ago, Daddy Sam Sharpe, mobilised 60, 000 of  Jamaica’s then 300,000 

enslaved  population, one out of every five  at the time, to stand up for justice for 

brotherhood and peace; 

 Later, 157 years ago, it was Deacon Paul Bogle and George William Gordon who 

stood up Against injustice in our courts and for justice on the land; 

 Later still, it was another imbued with Christian faith, Marcus Garvey, he stood 

against racial injustice and stood up for justice for Black people in Jamaica and 

everywhere.  

Today we need to uphold and to build on their legacy of standing up for justice, without 

fear or favour. Today, as you part-take of this Annual Fund-Raising Banquet, as you seek 

to fulfil your mission “Partnering with one another as a united front to advance the 

kingdom of God”, we in NIA and so many tens of thousands stand with you; let us draw 

on the spirit of courage from our ancestors, be not afraid as we stand up for “justice, 

brotherhood and peace” for all our brothers  and sisters, indeed for the entire human 

race. 


