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National Integrity Action welcomes the release by Member of Parliament Phillip Paulwell of his 

annual declarations going back over twenty-two years to the Parliament Integrity Commission. 

This very positive development follows on similar public disclosures, to differing degrees, of the 

finances of Prime Minister Holness, Former Prime Minister Simpson Miller and Member of 

Parliament Julian Robinson. These disclosures are in keeping with best practices relating to 

transparency among democracies like the United States and South Africa but by and large goes 

beyond current statutory obligations imposed on parliamentarians in the UK and in many other 

Commonwealth countries. These voluntary declarations by four Members of Parliament, allow the 

public, and in particular, professionals with the relevant expertise, to assess the extent to which the 

popular belief that politicians use their office to enrich themselves is confirmed or refuted by the 

relevant evidence. This confirmation or refutation is particularly important in a context 

where public trust and confidence in parliamentarians and legislatures has declined and is 

declining in Jamaica and in very many countries across the world. 

 

If for this reason alone, it is clearly important and urgent for every other member of the House, 

and indeed of the Senate, to follow the example of Philip Paulwell in not only disclosing to the 

Integrity Commission but to the Public. In this context, it is completely unacceptable that 

according to the most recent annual (2013) report of the Integrity Commission, tabled in 

Parliament on May 12, 2016, the Integrity Commission “was unable to complete examination of 

36 …declarations as the additional information requested in order to properly 

analyze/complete these, had not been presented”. Of these 36 MPs named in Appendix III of 

the Report 18 were from the then PNP Government side (including 7 Ministers/Ministers of State)  

and 18 from the then JLP Opposition side, including the then Leader of the Opposition, Andrew 

Holness. 

 

Some, including, now Prime Minister Andrew Holness, have subsequently rectified this situation. 

Against this background however, National Integrity Action: 

 

 Calls on the Integrity Commission to speedily complete and the OPM to table in Parliament, the 

annual reports for 2014, 2015 and 2016. 

 Urges the Senate to debate, amend where essential and pass the Integrity Commission Act, 

passed by Parliament on January 21, 2017. Which obliges the Prime Minister and the Leader of 

the Opposition to make public the annual Integrity Declarations.  

 Strongly recommends, in the interest of Transparency and accountability, that other MPs 

expeditiously release to the public their Declarations in the manner that Member of Parliament 

Paulwell and the three other MPs have done. 

-End- 

Trevor Munroe, Executive Director , National Integrity Action, 383 -2447 


