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NIA calls for the strongest sanctions in relation to breakdown of accountability at the 

Firearm Licensing Authority 

In the light of the November 1, 2016 statement by the Firearm Licensing Authority (FLA), National 

Integrity Action (NIA) calls for an immediate investigation of the failure of the authority to withdraw 

the firearm users licence from Patrick Powell, as well as for the strongest possible sanctions to be 

applied to the officer or officers found to be negligent in this regard. 

The FLA statement, inter alia, indicates that on August 31, 2011 “The then FLA Board Chairman, 

Retired Assistant Commissioner Errol Strong requests information and documentation on the Patrick 

Powell case. There is no evidence in Board minutes to show that the requested information was 

provided to the Board”. The statement indicates no action on this matter for 2012, 2013, 2014 and 

2015.  It is only in July 2016 that the “new FLA Board requests information on the Patrick Powell 

case from the FLA Management”. At that point the public is told “no information was provided”. 

NIA regards this sequence as a most disgraceful violation of all cannons of accountability. We remind 

the public of a major conclusion, arrived at by the Jamaica Justice System Reform Taskforce as follows: 

“the Jamaican justice system is too unequal: there is a lack of equality between the powerful wealthy 

litigant and the under resourced litigant” (2007 p.24). Almost ten years later the question has to be 

asked, does not the handling of this matter by the FLA reflect the inequality which the blue 

ribbon task force including then Chief Justice Lesley Wolfe found in addition to the complete 

absence of accountability?  The public must demand that the current leadership of the FLA take 

prompt and severe action to remedy this disgraceful breach especially in the context of the pending 

case relating to the breach of s39(4) of the Firearms Act for the offence of failing to handover the 

firearm to investigators for inspection. 
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