
 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
SEPTEMBER 28, 2016 

 
“NIA supports OCG recommendations on Symbiote Investment Limited; Expresses 

dissatisfaction with the Government’s failure to provide fuller particulars for rejecting 

OCG’s recommendations” 

National Integrity Action (NIA), having now completed the most careful study of the Office of the 

Contractor General’s (OCG) one hundred and seventy-three (173) page investigation into the issue of 

the Domestic Mobile Spectrum Licence granted to Symbiote Investments Limited, now expresses its 

support of the strong recommendation that the licences issued should be revoked, and expresses 

dissatisfaction with the Prime Minister’s explanation for the rejection of the OCG’s recommendation. 

We call on the Prime Minister to “give fuller and better particulars” for this decision in a context 

where: 

i. The Attorney General’s Chambers, the Constitutional Officer charged for advising the 

government, tendered an opinion, submitted to Parliament on February 2016, that the lack of 

information on Narisingh Limited, the major shareholder in Symbiote Limited, “places the 

Government of Jamaica at risk.”; 

ii. The Minister in charge of telecommunications acknowledged that the details of adverse  “trace 

reports” impacting National Security by the National Intelligence Bureau, which as late as 

2014, formed part of the basis for not acceding to Symbiote’s request, were not available to 

him; 

iii. The OCG’s Investigation Report on the basis of clear evidence of the alleged illegal use of 

Spectrum by Symbiote Limited, has been referred to the Commissioner of Police for further 

investigation, and possible prosecution. 

NIA, and the people of Jamaica call on the Government, except in the most extraordinary 

circumstances, and not without the fullest explanation, to accept the considered recommendations of 

oversight bodies, such as the OCG, and the Spectrum Management Authority. 

Rejections of findings from such agencies, related to upholding transparency, and accountability, 

threatens to undermine imminent measures associated with good governance, such as political party 

registration, campaign finance regulation, and the pending passage of the Integrity Commission Act. 

Most of all, rejection of recommendations such as those contained in the OCG’s Special Investigation 

Report, risk reversal of Jamaica’s long sought after, and recent positive advance announced in January 

2016 on the international benchmark, the Corruption Perception Index (CPI, 2015). 
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