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“Integrity:	the	High	Way,	Lottery	Scamming:	A	Dead	End”	

October	20,	2016	

SALUTATIONS	 TO	 THE	 EXCELLENCIES	 THE	 GOVERNOR-GENERAL	 AND	 LADY	 ALLEN,	 AND	

OTHER	DISTINGUISHED	GUETS	

CONGRATULATIONS	ON	THE	FIFTH	YEAR	OF	THE	I	BELIEVE	INITIATIVE	(Using	what	is	right	in	

Jamaica	to	fix	what	is	wrong	with	Jamaica)	

APPRECIATION	 OF	 THE	 INVITATION	 TO	 NIA	 TO	 SPONSOR,	 PRESENT	 AND	 INTERACT	WITH	

JAMAICA’S	YOUNG	LEADERS.	

We	 appreciate	 the	 innovative	 theme	 for	 this	 year’s	 YCC	 “Re-imagining	 Bold:	 Setting	 a	 new	

standard”	

Being	 bold	means	 being	 confident,	 fearless	 in	 the	 journey	 of	 life	 in	 taking	 a	 road	 to	 satisfy	

yourself	and	your	families.	

But	prior	to	each	of	us	embarking	on	that	journey,	hopefully	taking	bold	steps	to	achieve	what	

we	 regard	as	 success,	 each	of	us	has	been	brought	up	by	a	parent	or	both	parents	 if	we’re	

lucky;	by	a	guardian,	by	a	grandparent	or	by	close	relatives,	as	I	was	for	a	very	formative	part	

of	my	life.	Before	we	embark	on	that	journey,	each	of	us	has	also	been	subjected	to	influence	

from	our	neighbours,	 from	our	community,	and	to	one	degree	or	another,	 from	our	church,	
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and	from	our	pastor.	At	the	same	time,	each	of	us	has	been	influenced	by	a	teacher	at	primary	

school	and	also	by	our	teachers	at	high	school.	We	are	also	influenced	by	what	we	see	or	hear.	

Nowadays,	more	often	than	not,	on	the	radio,	television	or	through	our	smartphone,	on	social	

media.	

In	 other	words,	 dear	 young	 people,	 distinguished	 ladies	 and	 gentlemen,	 to	 use	 a	 big	word,	

each	of	us	have	been	socialize,	some	more	than	others,	but	all	to	some	extent	or	another.	

From	all	of	these	influences,	we	are	taught	or	we	are	encouraged	to	be	honest,	to	look	out	for	

one	another	or	as	the	Good	Book	puts	it,	“to	be	our	brother’s	keeper”	or	“to	do	unto	others	as	

we	would	have	them	do	unto	us.”	Put	 in	other	words,	we	are	taught	 integrity.	 	At	the	same	

time,	 and	 by	 the	 same	 token,	 we	 are	 also	 taught,	 “thou	 shalt	 not	 steal”,	 “thou	 shall	 not	

covet	your	neighbor’s	house…”	or	anything	else	that	belongs	to	your	neighbor.		

So,	before	we	are	embarking	on	the	journey	of	life,	there	are	these	two	roads:	The	High	Way	

of	Integrity,	and	the	“Hell	Way”	of	stealing	and	killing	one	another.	

I	shall	present	these	two	roads	in	two	videos	this	morning.	The	first	video	deals	with	Lottery	

Scamming	as	a	“Dead	End”-	this	video	dramatizes	what	can,	and	often	does	happen	to	those	

among	 us	 who	 either	 abandoned	 what	 we	 were	 taught	 or	 never	 learned	 it.	 Ladies,	 and	

gentlemen,	prevention	 is	 always	better	 than	cure.	And	 therefore,	each	of	us,	 in	our	 class	at	

school,	 in	 our	 communities,	 in	 our	 church,	 in	 our	 home,	 has	 to	 try	 very	 hard	 to	 impart	 the	

lessons	of	honesty,	the	best	policy,	not	stealing,	nor	scamming.	 	We	must	never	fail	to	teach	

that	 lesson	 in	precept,	and	by	word	and	by	deed.	However,	 if	and	when	the	 lesson	of	doing	

good	does	not	get	through,	we	must	demonstrate	and	explain	where	doing	bad	gets	you,	that	

is,	into	a	“Dead	End”.	This	is	what	the	first	video	is	about.	Please	listen,	watch	and	learn	that	all	

that	glitters	is	not	gold.	Or	more	precisely,	the	gold	can	lead	you	into	the	“Dead	End”.	

[INSERT	ANTI-MONEY	VIDEO]	
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As	 we	 just	 saw,	 scamming	 leads	 into	 a	 ‘dead	 end’	 and	 the	 scammers,	 either	 were	 not	

socialized	into	“honesty,	the	best	policy,	cost	it	what	it	will”	or	they	were	lured	into	the	dead	

end	by	the	prospect	of	the	big	house,	the	luxury	cars,	the	high	life,	the	burning	of	US	hundred	

dollar	bills	or	the	bathing	in	wine	and	champagne.		

Now,	we	 shall	 see	 another	 video.	 This	 one	 shows	many,	 particularly	 from	 Jamaica’s	 athletic	

life,	 who	 resisted	 the	 temptation	 to	 leave	 the	 “straight	 and	 narrow”	 road,	 who	 constantly	

recall	what	 their	parents	or	guardians	aught	 them,	who	not	only	achieved	success,	but	who	

also	 achieved	 great	 accomplishments	 and	 considerable	wealth,	 sticking	 to	 the	 High	Way	 of	

integrity.	

[INSERT	INTEGRITY	VIDEO]	

So	there	you	have	 it!	There	you	have	seen	 it!	One	road	 leading	to	the	dead	end	of	constant	

fear	of	being	caught,	the	rough	prison	life	 in	Jamaica,	as	I-Octane	put	it,	“Me	bredda	link	me	

from	prison	and	tell	me	say	a	floor	him	a	sleep,	Him	tell	me	say	a	floor	him	sleep,	Him	say	one	

cell	a	three	man	fi	 it,	Dutty	water	cockroach	pon	the	concrete.	Oh	God!”	Or	the	dead	end	of	

prison	in	the	United	States;	of	years	in	the	Federal	Prison;	joining	people	like	Sanjay	Williams,	

26,	who	scammed	JMD5.7million,	and	who	is	now	having	the	spend	years	in	prison,	and	then	

pay	 back	 the	 millions.	 Or	 perhaps,	 worst	 of	 all,	 “Scamming	 the	 Dead	 End”	 where	 fighting	

amongst	 the	scammers	 for	 spoils,	 leads	 to	murder	of	your	brother	or	sister,	your	mother	or	

your	father,	or	your	cousin.	

The	second	road:	The	High	Way	of	Integrity	–	the	road	of	Usain	Bolt	[Net	worth	JMD6.9Billion],	

earning	 USD2.5million/JMD315million	 in	 2015.	 Or	 Shelly-Ann	 Frasier-Pryce	 [JMD504million]	

earning	 almost	USD500,000/JMD559million	 in	 2015.	 And	 just	 in	 case	 that	 its	 only	 track	 and	

field	 that	 can	 make	 the	 high	 way	 of	 integrity	 worthwhile,	 just	 think	 	 of	 those	 	 who	 have	

buckled	down,	and	done	their	school	work,		and	participated	in	extra-curricular	activities,	and	

got	 scholarships.	 I	 am	 thinking	 of	 young	 Timar	 Jackson,	 whose	 foundation	 was	 laid	 by	 his	
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mother,	 who	 attended	 Vauxhall	 High	 School	 in	 Inner	 City	 Kingston,	 and	 who	 obtained	 6	

subjects	 with	 6	 distinctions	 in	 CSEC,	 while	 at	 Vauxhall.	 He	 became	 Jamaica’s	 2014	 Rhodes	

Scholar.	 And	 I	 am	 thinking	 of	 Sherona	 Forrester	 from	 Mineral	 Heights	 in	 Clarendon,	 who	

attended	Glenmuir	High	school,	and	who	excelled	in	Football,	Basketball	and	Netball.	She	was	

Head	Girl,	and	now	is	Jamaica’s	2016	Rhodes	Scholar.	Both	Timar	and	Sherona,	are	each	now	

drawing	JMD3million	per	year	as	Rhodes	Scholars.	 Is	this	not	a	nice	way	to	start	on	the	High	

Way	of	Integrity?	


