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In light of the credible allegations attributed to an officer of the People’s National Party, “That is a practice that large 

Chinese Firms to pay an agents fee” to “an agent…named by the Minister of Portfolio for the relevant sector”. National 

Integrity Action (NIA) reminds the public of Section 14 of the Corruption Prevention Act, 2002, which states as follows: 

“A public servant commits an act of corruption if (i) he directly or indirectly, accepts any article or money or any benefit, being a 

gift, favour, promise or advantage for himself or another person for doing any act or omitting to do any act”. 

We also wish to bring to public attention the fact that the Amendments to the Representation of the People’s Act passed 

by both Houses of Parliament, assented to by the Governor General but not yet in effect - in the absence of regulations - 

make it an offence for a “registered political party or candidate” to “knowingly accept contributions during a reporting 

period from any foreign…government or any agent of such a government, whether directly or indirectly.” 

The Campaign Finance Regulation also requires any contributor to any candidate of a political party of over JMD Two 

Hundred and Fifty Thousand Dollars, to declare their full identity and also to affirm that they are “not an impermissible 

contributor.” 

In light of the above, NIA calls on: 

1. The Leadership of the People’s National Party to speedily conduct, conclude, and make public its findings 

regarding any contributions from any foreign entity to a candidate or to the Party; 

2. The Major Organized Crime and Anti-Corruption Agency (MOCA) to initiate  an investigation as whether 

Section 14 of the Corruption Prevention Act has been breached; 

3. The Ambassador of the People’s Republic of China to Jamaica and/or a representative of “large Chinese 

Firms” operating in Jamaica to indicate whether there is an established practice of such firms paying an 

“agents fee” in the manner alleged;  

4. Current and previous Minister of Transport and Works, in particular, Ministers Henry (2007-2011) and Pickersgill 

(2001-2007), to indicate whether they were aware of or took part in the alleged “established practice”. Minister 

Davies (2012-2016) has already publicly stated that he has “never been approached by any firm, Chinese or 

otherwise, with respect to an agents fee”; and 

5. The Government of Jamaica, and in particular the Minister responsible for electoral affairs, as well as the Electoral 

Commission to upgrade to the highest priority, the completion and promulgation of the relevant regulations so 

that an early Appointed Day may be named in relation to Political Party Registration and Campaign Finance 

Reform Legislation coming into effect. 

It is no accident that most mature democracies in North and South America, as well as elsewhere, ban foreign donations 

to local political parties. Nor should we forget the high probability that “he who pays the piper, calls the tune”.   

In many respects, Jamaica’s Democratic Governance achieves the highest World’s standards, particularly in our Electoral 

Administration and our Freedom of the Press. Against the background of the Trafigura Affair and Turks and Caicos 

Supreme Court documents revealing substantial contributions to both major political parties by subsequently 

convicted money launderer, David Smith, the allegations referred to above, demand that all citizens who value 

our democracy, in both our political parties, in the private sector, in the religious community, in service clubs, 

citizen’s associations, and in student organizations, make their voices heard in support of a transparent and 

credible resolution of this matter along the lines suggested by National Integrity Action.  
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